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THE ANTS OF NORTH AMEEICA, by William Steel Creighton, 
' -. Depa rtmeat-ofJ^ology, College of the City of New York. Harvard 
Univ., Bui. Mus. Comp. Zool. 104. 585 pages, 57 plates ,April 
1950. $10. 
rpr the first time in the history of North American formieology 
there is available to the students of ants a comprehensive and thor- 
ough taxonomic treatment of our fauna. The author has made an 
effort to eliminate all invalid forms and has succeeded in reducing 
the total number of previously known forms from 742 to 585. The 
student of ants accustomed to established names over a long period 
of years will find some radical changes in the book. No varieties 
are recognized, these having been synonymized or elevated to higher 
rank. Subspecies, when changed, have also been either synonymized 
or elevated to speeifie rank, and many species synonymized. In a 
very clear and precise manner Dr. Creighton discusses the cases in- 
volving synonymy and the reasons for his actions. Although he has 
good grounds for most of these, in some instances his decisions seem 
to result from theorizing or hypothesizing. 

Few of Dr. Croighton's colleagues ,have the ability to write as 
clearly and forcefully as he and the book is therefore a gem for 
clarity. It contains very interesting and informative discussions 
under the headings The Introduction, The Present Status of Ant 
Taxonomy and Nomenclature, History of Ant Taxonomy in North 
America, and The Family Formicidae. The author has been exceed- 
ingly _honest in giving credit to others. There are good keys for 
identifying the workers and females from subfamilies to subspecies. 
In addition, a good habitus picture is presented of one species in 
each genus, this usually being represented by an outline drawing of 
a worker, a female, and a male. A wing is also frequently shown. 
General remarks on taxonomy and biology may be found under the 
headings for the various groups, species and subspecies as the ease 
may be and under each specific or subspecifie heading are given the 
synonyms, the citations to the articles in which the forms were 
originally described, selected references to taxonomy or helpful illus- 
trations, mention of type locality and the places where types are 
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deposited, and a brief statement as to the general distributional range 
of the ants. Jt is unfortunate that the author does not designate new 
synonymy as such for the benefit of cataloguers. He may also be 
criticized for giving distributional data which are often misleading or 
incorrect. For example, he states that Atta texana, one of our important 
economic forms, is not known to occur in Louisiana although it might 
be expected there. Actually 13 parishes in that state are infested with 
the ant and the Southern Forest Experiment Station at New Orleans has 
been coiiducting control experiments on the species for a number of 
years! It will be noted that the index to the higher groups is separate 
from that of the species and subspecies. All plates are consecutively 
arranged in the back of the book in proper taxonomic order. Legends 
instead of being printed on each plate are shown on separate sheets 
preceding the plates thus adding to the cost of printing and the in- 
convenience of the user. No doubt the cost of printing forbade an 



extensive bibliography which would have been especTallyTTelpful to be- 
ginners." 

Dr. GreightoB still maintains that the genus Teiramorium is native 
to North America although this vie^r is held by few. if any of his col- 
leagues, and is not supported by numerous facts. 

Eegardless of criticisms the book is one of the most outstanding 
contributions that has been made to North American formicology in 
many decades and will stimulate the st'idv of ants tremendously. Dr. 
Creighton is to be congratulated on completing a piece of work which 
required years of perseverance, patience and considerable fortitude. 
Not only should everyone interested in ants have a personal copy of 
the book but the book should be in all important libraries dealing with' 
biological subjects. 
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